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LANDING RIGHTS AUTHORIZATION 

REF: LTA-LRA/(AUTHORIZATION HOLDER)-00X-202X



GRANTED BY: THE LIBERIA TELECOMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY


TO: (REGISTERED NAME OF AUTHORIZATION HOLDER)


UNDER THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT 2007 
OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

THE

 AMENDED TELECOMMUNICATIONS LICENSING AUTHORIZATION REGULATIONS (LTA-REG-0001)

AND 

THE SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS GUIDELINES  
(LTA-GL-002-2026)



DATE: MM/DD/YY


1. GRANT OF AUTHORIZATION

1.1 This Landing Rights Authorization (hereinafter referred to as Authorization) is hereby granted to ____________________________, permitting the authorization holder to transmit and receive satellite signals to and from earth stations within the terrestrial, maritime, and aeronautical territory of Liberia, under the terms and conditions of this Authorization.

1.2 The Auhorization Holder is prohibited from engaging in any other telecommunications or satellite communications activities or services not expressly permitted under this Authorization.

1.3 The Authorization Holder shall comply with the conditions of this Authorization, and all applicable laws of the Republic of Liberia, the Telecommunication Act 2007, and regulatory instruments issued by the LTA as may be published from time to time. 


2. SCOPE OF AUTHORIZATION 

2.1 The Authorization Holder is authorized to:

2.1.1	Utilize LTA-authorized radio frequencies to transmit and receive signals to and from satellite earth stations in Liberia.

a. The authorized frequencies listed in below Frequency Authorization Table are non-exclusive and subject to the ITU’s non-interference and non-protection standards and other applicable requirements. Where additional frequencies are required, the Authorization Holder shall make a written application to the LTA requesting said frequencies.

FREQUENCY AUTHORIZATION TABLE (INSERT)




2.1.2	Provide satellite capacity to LTA-licensed satellite service providers on negotiated commercial terms and conditions.  

2.1.3	Provide satellite capacity to ESIMs onboard aircraft, maritime vessels, and land mobile vehicles operated or located within the territory of Liberia.

2.2	The Authorization Holder shall, before commencement of the Authorized Activities, submit to the LTA a schedule of its terms and conditions for satellite capacity and ESIM services.  

2.3	The Authorization Holder shall provide adequate satellite bandwidth, redundancy, and required resources to ensure LTA-licensed satellite service providers and ESIMs enjoy access to reliable and uninterrupted services, in accordance with relevant ITU recommendations and standards and LTA requirements as prescribed from time to time.

2.4	The Authorization Holder shall not intentionally interrupt the Authorized Activities, without giving reasonable notice to its customers and the LTA. This provision shall not, however, apply if the interruption or suspension is due to an emergency or to Force Majeure under Section 10 of this Authorization or to other circumstances that the LTA understands to be beyond the Authorization Holder’s control.

2.5	 The Authorization Holder shall not, under any circumstances, tap, decode, monitor, or otherwise access the communications content, except where expressly authorized by law and upon receipt of appropriate legal authority.

2.6	The Authorization Holder shall comply with all technical standards recommended by the ITU or issued by the LTA for quality of service, equipment type approval, spectrum management, and other requirements. 

2.7	During the period of this Authorization, the Authorization Holder shall provide to the LTA quarterly reports to include the following:

2.7.1	List of LTA-Licensed Satellite Service Providers to whom the Authorization Holder supplies satellite capacity
2.7.2	Number of ESIMs utilizing the Authorization Holder’s satellite capacity, disaggregated by ESIMs transiting and ESIMs permanently operating within the territory of Liberia.
2.7.3    Total satellite capacity sold/provisioned to ESIMs and LTA-licensed Service Providers.

3. TERM OF AUTHORIZATION  
3.1 This Authorization is hereby granted for a term of ____ Years from the Effective Date of this Authorization.
3.2 The Authorization Holder shall pay to the LTA all fees prescribed in this Authorization.  
3.3 This Authorisation shall not be assigned or otherwise transferred to another person or entity without the prior written approval of the LTA.
3.4 Any entity that becomes a duly authorized successor or assignee to the Authorization Holder through affiliation, assignment, change of control, merger, liquidation, reorganization or otherwise, shall as a precondition to such succession or assignment, be required to execute such documents as are required to confirm that the successor or assignee assumes all of the rights and obligations and will comply with all terms and conditions of this Authorization and applicable regulatory instruments issued by LTA.

4. FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS
4.1 The LTA shall invoice the Authorization Holder for all payments due. 
4.2 The Authorization Holder shall pay to the LTA an Annual Authorization Fee of  __________________(US$_________), before issuance of this Authorization. Payment of subsequent Annual Authorization Fees is due each year on the anniversary of the effective date of this Authorization. 
4.3 The Authorization Holder is obligated to pay all applicable GOL taxes and withholding payments. 
4.4 Any invoice that is not disputed and not settled within thirty (30) days of the due date shall incur a penalty in accordance with Section 32(2) of the Amended Telecommunications Licensing Authorization Regulations. Where it is determined that no error was made by the LTA on a disputed invoice, the said thirty (30) day period shall commence as of the date the original bill was received if its established that the Authorization Holder was not acting in good faith.

5. NON-COMPLIANCE

5.1 The LTA may impose penalties or consequences on the Authorization Holder for non-compliance with conditions of this Authorization, the Telecommunications Act, and applicable regulatory instruments issued by the LTA. In applying penalties and consequences for non-compliance, the LTA shall take one or more of the following: 

5.1.1 Require the Authorization Holder to remedy the breach within thirty (30) days or such other period as is determined by the LTA;
5.1.2 Impose a monetary penalty on the Authorization Holder;
5.1.3 Reduce the remaining term of this Authorization;
5.1.4 Refuse to renew or extend the term of this Authorization;
5.1.5 Revoke this Authorization;
5.1.6 Take such other action as is permitted under applicable laws and the Act.

5.2 In applying any sanctions or penalties, the LTA shall ensure that the penalty is proportionate to the non-compliance, and that the financial or other impact of the penalty does not significantly exceed the costs or other public impact associated with the Authorization Holder’s default.
 
5.3 Prior to imposing any penalty for non-compliance by the Authorization Holder, the LTA shall serve a written notice identifying the specific default that needs to be remedied by the Authorization Holder. 

5.4 In addition to the penalties for non-compliance as provided for in Section 5.1 of this Authorization, the LTA may also apply the provisions of Sections 76 & 77 of the Act. 

5.5 No penalty for non-compliance shall be imposed while the circumstances or related decisions of the LTA are the subject of any judicial review pursuant to Section 81 of the Act.




6.0 AMENDMENT OF AUTHORIZATION

6.1 The LTA may amend this Authorization, if:

6.1.1 The LTA and the Authorization Holder agree in writing to amend the Authorization;
6.1.2 Such amendment is required under applicable laws;
6.1.3 The Authorization Holder is given at least six months advance written notice of the proposed amendment;
6.1.4 The LTA fully consults with the Authorization Holder and provides justification for the proposed amendment;
6.1.5 The LTA takes into account that the amendment shall have only a minimum negative impact on the Authorization Holder and its customers and clients; and;
6.1.6 The LTA decides that the change is required to implement the Act in a manner consistent with the objectives prescribed in Part l, Section 3 of the Act.

6.2 Prior to implementing amendments to this Authorization, the LTA shall notify the Authorization Holder in writing that it is considering the change and consider any comments made by the Authorization Holder in a timely manner.


7.0 SUSPENSION, REVOCATION OR TERMINATION OF LANDING RIGHTS AUTHORIZATION

7.1 This Authorization may be suspended, revoked or terminated by the LTA under the following conditions: 

7.1.1 If the Authorization Holder is non-compliant with the Act, LTA Regulations or any other applicable law, and said non-compliance constitutes a material breach of this Authorization, and if the Authorization Holder fails to remedy such non-compliance within thirty (30) days or such longer period as may be agreed to by the LTA.

7.1.2 If the Authorization Holder is dissolved or otherwise ceases to provide the Authorized Activities.

7.1.3 This Authorization shall be terminated upon the expiration of the initial term identified in Section 3, if it is not renewed in accordance with Section 8.

7.1.4 The Authorization Holder and the LTA may agree in writing to terminate this Authorization.

7.2 Prior to any termination of this Authorization, the LTA may prescribe customer and client migration or other support procedures reasonably required to ensure the smooth transfer of customers and clients to one or more alternative Satellite Network Operators (SNOs) with LTA-issued Landing Rights Authorization, and the Authorization Holder shall participate in and otherwise fulfill any such transitional requirements.

7.3 No termination under Section 7 shall take effect while the circumstances, issue(s) or related decisions of the LTA are the subject of any judicial review or arbitration proceedings pursuant to Section 9.

8.0 AUTHORIZATION RENEWAL

8.1 Renewal of this Authorization is not automatic. Renewal is subject to the LTA's review process during which the LTA may invite the Authorization Holder for Authorization renewal discussions, provided the Authorization Holder has demonstrated compliance with the Act, the Regulations, Orders and Rules of the LTA, other applicable Laws, and this Authorization.

8.2 In the event that the LTA determines to renew this Authorization, in consideration of Sections 5.1 and 8.1 above, the Authorization may be renewed on such terms as may be agreed between the LTA and the Authorization Holder, in accordance with the Act and the processes to be defined by the LTA pursuant to applicable LTA Rules, Regulations, Orders, Guidelines and Notices.
9.0 REVIEW OF AUTHORITY ACTIONS

9.1 Any order or exercise of authority by the LTA under Section 5 of this Authorization, or any other exercise of authority that gives rise to a dispute that is not otherwise resolved or the subject of any other review or dispute process under the Act, may be submitted by the Authorization Holder for arbitration under the Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (the UNCITRAL Rules).

9.2 Any arbitration shall be by three arbitrators unless the parties agree to a single arbitrator. Each party shall select an arbitrator, and the two arbitrators so selected shall select a third, who shall be the Chairman. In the event the two arbitrators are unable to select the third arbitrator, the third arbitrator shall be selected by the President of the Liberia National Bar Association, Republic of Liberia. The place of arbitration shall be in Monrovia, Liberia, and the proceedings shall be in English. Liberian Law shall be the law applicable to the proceedings. The arbitration award shall be final and binding on the parties.

9.3 Decisions or actions by the LTA shall be subject to judicial review as provided for under the Act or any other applicable law.

9.4 Prior to commencing any arbitration or other review or dispute process, the Authorization Holder shall notify the LTA in writing of its complaint and request a meeting with the LTA to discuss the complaint. The Authorization Holder shall also prepare a full statement of the nature of the complaint, and deliver the statement to the LTA within thirty (30) days of the date of the LTA's complained of action.

10 FORCE MAJEURE

10.1 Force Majeure as defined herein is any event beyond the reasonable control of the Authorization Holder, including but not limited to Acts of God, insurrection, war, military operations, national emergencies, natural and national disasters, civil disorder or any other extraordinary event that may render the Authorization Holder inoperable. The Authorization Holder shall immediately notify the LTA of a Force Majeure event.

10.2 It is agreed that in the event the Authorization Holder is prevented from enjoying any of the rights and privileges of this Authorization as contemplated herein due to Force Majeure, this Authorization shall forthwith be deemed suspended for the period of said Force Majeure.

10.3 The failure or omission or delay on the part of the Authorization Holder to comply with any of the terms and conditions of this Authorization or to fulfill or perform thereof because of Force Majeure, shall not be deemed to be a breach of this Authorization or a default of same. In the event of Force Majeure, the duration of the term of this Authorization and the period to fulfill or perform an obligation under this Authorization shall be extended by the period of the Force Majeure.















11. SIGNATORIES
This Authorization is a unilateral grant of permission from the LTA to transmit satellite capacity into the Republic of Liberia and cannot be regarded as a contract or bilateral agreement. This Authorization is binding on the Authorization Holder, the LTA, their agents, assigns and or successors in interest as though personally named.

This Authorization shall be executed by the Authorization Holder in acknowledgement and acceptance of the terms of the Authorization.



DONE IN PAYNESVILLE, REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA on this _____ day of _________________ , 202X.


THE LIBERIA TELECOMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY



__________________________________            _______________________________
Ben A. Fofana         		                          Emmanuel J. Payegar
Commissioner			                    	        Commissioner


__________________________________            ________________________________
Patrick R. Honnah        		                        Angela Cassell Bush
                     Commissioner		                         	           Commissioner


________________________________
Clarence Kortu Massaquoi
Chairman




Acknowledged By: (Insert Name of Authorization Holder)



________________________
Name and Title of Authorization Holder’s Authorized Signatory













12. DEFINITIONS

"Act" means the Telecommunications Act of 2007, which established the framework for a permanent independent telecommunication sector regulator.

“Authorized Frequency/Frequency Authorization” means the permission granted by LTA to a Licensee/Authorization Holder to utilize a specified radio frequency or range of frequencies.

“Authorization Holder” means the person/entity granted permission by the LTA to provide a telecommunications service; or to take an action in connection to a telecommunications service; or the right to utilize telecommunications spectrum or numbering resources.

"Authorized Activity(s)" means the activity(s) listed in Section 2 of this Authorization, to be provided by the Authorization Holder.

“Earth Station” means ground-based facility installed to communicate with satellites. It may be fixed or mobile, may provide two-way or one-way communication with a satellite, or may connect a satellite to the Internet.

"Effective Date" means the date written on the first page of this Authorization, being the date the Authorization takes effect and the beginning of the term of the Authorization.

“ESIMs” stands for ‘Earth Station in Motion’ and means any small mobile earth station on board ships, trains, aircraft, or other moving vehicles.

“Landing Rights Authorization” permission granted by the LTA to satellite network operators to provide satellite capacity within the territory of Liberia using authorized radio frequencies. 

"Liberia Telecommunications Authority" or "LTA" means the regulatory authority established under the Act.

“Satellite Broadband Service” means a high-speed internet access service delivered by satellite to end user devices via satellite earth terminals/stations.

“Satellite Communications Guidelines” means guidelines adopted by the LTA to regulate the provision of satellite communications services in Liberia. 

“Satellite Capacity” means the range of data traffic provided by a Satellite communicating with an Earth Station.   

"Satellite Service Provider” means an entity/individual licensed by the LTA to provide satellite communications services within the terrestrial, maritime and aeronautical territory of Liberia.








13. INTERPRETATIONS

(a) Words denoting the singular shall include the plural and vice versa.

(b) Words denoting persons shall include individuals, partnerships, corporate bodies and any other entities with legal personality.

(c) Any reference in this Authorization to the ACT shall include any regulations or rules made thereunder.

(d) References to any laws, regulations, rules, orders, procedures, guidelines or other instruments shall be read as references to such instruments as amended from time to time.

(e) In other respects, this Authorization shall be interpreted and applied in accordance with the telecommunications sector development objectives identified in the ACT and the intended purpose of the Authorization within the regulatory framework established in the ACT.
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